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 ISSUE 57 

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT  

Newsletter 
May 2026 

This is our monthly newsletter. The newsletter can be received by anyone who 
has an e-mail address. To subscribe to this service please send your e-mail 

address to: northstaffscircuit@hotmail.co.uk.  

Dear All 
 

Showing God’s Grace 
 

Make a clean break with all cutting, backbiting, profane talk. Be gentle with one another, 
sensitive. Forgive one another as quickly and thoroughly as God in Christ forgave you. 
Ephesians 4:31-32, MSG 
 

I had this verse in one of my morning readings in September of last year. I assumed at the 
time that it was telling me about the tendency we sometimes have to gossip about our 
fellow church attenders; especially those who are ill or not always at church services. It 
can sometimes be confused for the ‘passing on of information’ bundled up in our 
‘concern for others’.  
 

Paul’s message to the Church was illustrating that our churches should be communities 
that get rid of bitterness, anger and slander, but also a community that seeks to welcome 
all; ex offenders, those struggling with lifestyle issues, those struggling with identity, 
those who have made mistakes.  
 

We need to strive to be a community of forgiveness; after all, we are a community in 
need of forgiveness and a place where forgiveness flows freely. We have been forgiven all 
our mistakes, all the wrong we have done or will ever do, with no payment or redress 
from ourselves; just by the grace of God.  
 

I have heard it said many times by those who don’t attend church that they often think 
that those who do are somehow ‘better people’ than they are. They see ‘us’ as a separate 
body of people that are ‘good’ and ‘ok’. I think that we can ourselves be guilty of feeling 
that same thing even if we don’t like to admit it. Churches are not meant to be places 
that house the perfect, walking around as Holy people glowing with light.  
 

Churches are called to be hospitals where the wounded, hurt, injured and broken find 
healing; the hurt and desperate will not enter if they think they will be judged. 
 

We hope that church welcomes everyone because it is kind, compassionate and gracious. 
Not just for those who are entering our churches for the first time, but also for those of 
us who are already installed.          
 

Justine Eardley, Circuit Lay Pastoral Assistant 
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North Staffordshire Circuit (11/22) 

Preaching Plan – May 2026 
 

  

3 10 17 24 31

Easter 5 Easter 6 Easter 7 Pentecost Trinity Sunday

Christian Aid Week 

Lectionary Year (A) Acts 7:55-60 Acts 17:22-31 Acts 1:6-14 Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30 Genesis 1:1-2.4a

(Principal Service) Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 Psalm 66:8-20 Psalm 68:1-10,32-35 Psalm 104:24-34,35b Psalm 8

1 Peter 2:2-10 1 Peter 3:13-22 1 Peter 4:12-14;5:6-11 1 Cor. 12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21 2 Corinthians 13:11-13

John 14:1-14 John 14:15-21 John 17:1-11 John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39 Matthew 28:16-20

Please Pray For: Silverdale Wolstanton Audley Bradwell Cross Heath

Cross Heath LS 9.00 StF NIV

11.00 LA Wakelin Higherland LA Leaders US Wolstanton Singleton HC

(23)  3.00 MWB

Silverdale LS 11.00 StF MM Café Church LA Chadwick Singleton HC Emmaus Compassion' Celebration LA

  3.00

(38)   5.00 Refuel

Wolstanton LS 10.30 StF Singleton Singleton HC US LA Singleton US Barnett

(91)   3.00 MWB

Audley JV 10.30 StF SoF 1&2 X LA X US HC Bradwell Ventom Prayer Brunch

(26)   3.00 MWB GNB Singleton X White Ventom Wedding X

Bradwell JV 10.00 StF SoF 1&2 Chadwick US @ Wolstanton Harrison T Ventom US HC LA

(30)   3.00 MWB NIV H&P

Halmer End JV 10.30 H&P SoF 1&2 N Jones Ventom HC LA US HC Bradwell Matthews 

(19)   3.00 MWB GNB

Madeley JV 10.30 StF SoF 1234 R Jones Rowley Ventom US HC Bradwell LA

(22)   3.00 MWB NIV

St Luke's JV 10.30 H&P GNB LA N Jones Davies T US HC Bradwell LA

(22)     3.00 MWB

Higherland JP 10.00 StF MM Irvine Baker Barnett HC LA Chadwick

  3.00

(36)   6.00 MWB Café Church Singleton

Printed Service for this week prepared by: Singleton Ventom Heap Singleton Ventom

May

Eco Tips 
 

Support pollinators. Nothing says Spring like the buzz of a bee! But these precious pollinators are 
declining due to habitat loss, climate change and agricultural intensification. Wednesday 20 May is 
World Bee Day, so look around to see how you can improve habitats for bees and other pollinators. 
Read more about bees, butterflies and habitats that support them in our Target 25 resources at 
arocha. org.uk/what-we-do/target-25. Sow a pollinator friendly seed mix, make or buy a bee hotel, 
let some wild flowers grow in your garden, and don’t use pesticides. Pray that our pollinator 
populations will increase. For more about World Bee Day visit: awarenessdays. com/awareness-
days-calendar/world-bee-day/                                                                                     

A Rocha UK’s East Eco Tips 2026 Calendar   
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Can you or your church give more to 
Foodbank? 
 

I am aware demands on our goodwill giving becomes 
greater and greater as times are hard for all.  However I 
am appealing for help once again. 
 

Newcastle Foodbank has given three days food supply to 5820 adults and 3088 
children in the past twelve months, which equates to 68,992 kilogrammes of food 
providing 164,267 meals. 
At the moment we have 66 organisations on our system who refer clients to us, 
having determined them as someone in crisis.  No one is given food without that 
assessment. 
£40,000 was spent on buying food in the past twelve months to supplement your 
generous donations.  Sadly this is not sustainable long term, hence this appeal. 
 

Would you consider giving one item a week to help us to help those less fortunate 
than ourselves?   
 

Or, if it is more convenient to you, can you help us financially on a regular or one-off 
basis? 
 

We would love to hear from you if you want to know more. 
 

I leave you with a few ideas as to what you may be able to contribute  
 

Items we are short of include: 
Bags for life 
Pasta  
Tinned fruit 
Tinned rice pudding 
Noodles 
Tinned soup 
Shaving foam/gel 
Deodorant 
 

I can guarantee your contribution will be used wisely and be much appreciated. 
 

Take care and look after yourselves too.  If you would prefer contact details for our 
warehouse team I can supply them. 
 

Thank you 
 

Marion Reddish (Foodbank Volunteer) 01782 613265    
marionreddish@btinternet.com  
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Are you, or someone you know, looking for a group to join or an activity 
to take part in, there may be something happening at  

Wolstanton Methodist Church that will suit? 
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Book Swap 

at 

Bradwell Methodist Church 

There is a new free book swap library outside 

Bradwell Methodist Church.  Please take a look 

and if you have any unwanted books please pop 

them in. 
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