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 ISSUE 59 

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT  

Newsletter 
July 2026 

This is our monthly newsletter. The newsletter can be received by anyone who 
has an e-mail address. To subscribe to this service please send your e-mail 

address to: northstaffscircuit@hotmail.co.uk.  

Wednesday 24th June 2026 
 

Dear Friends 
 

Earlier this year I had to stand up in front of our District Presbyteral Synod and ask for permission to ‘sit 
down’!  Sitting down is the rather quaint Methodist expression that refers to the retirement of ministers.  
It stems from the fact that Methodist ministers are itinerant – whilst we are active in ministry we don’t 
stay in one place, we ‘travel’.  Thus, when we retire we cease to travel and we sit down.  I was grateful 
that my ministerial colleagues granted me the permission I had asked for!  A decision that will be ratified 
at the Methodist Conference, which begins tomorrow. 
 

I began my time as a probationary minister in 2000 and was ordained in 2003 at the Llandudno 
Conference.  And it would be safe to say that the last 26 years have been quite an adventure.  There 
have, of course, been the inevitable highs and lows – both personal and within my ministry – and I have 
had my times of doubt as well as absolute certainty in the God who remarkably remains faithful to me in 
spite of my many flaws and idiosyncrasies.   
 

Itinerant ministry is a strange thing.  You spend a period of time in one place, working with a particular 
group of people and churches.  You get to know some people very well; a few people remain little more 
than a name and address on a pastoral list; and the majority of folk you engage with at various 
levels….sharing something (sometimes a great deal) of yourself, making yourself vulnerable, laughing 
with some, crying with others, but always carrying something of them with you both whilst you are with 
them and when you move on.  The arrival of the internet and the facility to send email messages as 
opposed to ‘hard copy’ Christmas cards has greatly eased my ability to keep up with everyone whose 
lives have crossed mine and who I remember with great love and affection. 
 

I have no regrets about responding to the way in which God placed a call on my life.  My wonderful 
family have, at times, sacrificed a lot for me to be able to fulfil that call and their love and support has 
been invaluable.  I haven’t always made the right decisions (hindsight is a great thing!) but I have always 
made decisions based on the information available to me at the time and with a heart trying to do my 
best for the kingdom of God.  I discovered very early on in this adventure that you have to take risks and 
be prepared for things to sometimes not work out, for that is the only way to truly discern what is of 
God and what was just a good, but human driven, idea. 
 

So, as I move into the next stage of my adventure, I am excited about the things that God may have in 
store for the coming years.  I will continue to pray for the life of this Circuit, it’s churches and people.  
And I encourage you all to pray without ceasing, to step out in faith, and to know that God will never let 
you down……so GO FOR IT!! 
 

Every blessing 
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North Staffordshire Circuit (11/22) 

Preaching Plan – July 2026 
 

  

5 12 19 26

14th Sunday 15th Sunday 16th Sunday 17th Sunday

in Ordinary Time in Ordinary Time in Ordinary Time in Ordinary Time

(Action for Children Sunday)

Lectionary Year (A) Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 Genesis 25:19-34 Genesis 28:10-19a Genesis 29:15-28

(Principal Service) Psalm 45:10-17 or Psalm 119:105-112 Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 Psalm 105:1-11, 45b or Psalm 128

Song of Solomon 2:8-13 Romans 8:1-11 Romans 8:12-25 Romans 8:26-39

Romans 7:15-25a Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

Please Pray For: Silverdale Wolstanton Audley Bradwell

Cross Heath LS 11.00 StF NIV Singleton B LA Irvine Parkes HC

(23)  3.00 MWB CS 3 pm @ St Luke's CS @ Wolstanton @ 3pm

Silverdale LS 11.00 StF MM Café Church LA Singleton HC Emmaus

(51)   3.00 CS 3 pm @ St Luke's CS @ Wolstanton @ 3pm

  5.00 Refuel

Wolstanton LS 10.30 StF N Jones Eco Service Singleton HC LA Barnett

(92)   3.00 MWB CS 3 pm @ St Luke's CS @ Wolstanton @ 3pm

Audley JV 10.30 StF SoF 1&2 LA X Harrison T X

(26)   3.00 MWB GNB CS 3 pm @ St Luke's Ventom HC US CS @ Wolstanton @ 3pm US Halmer End

Bradwell JV 10.00 StF SoF 1&2 Rowley Ventom HC LA N Jones

(30)   3.00 MWB NIV H&P CS 3 pm @ St Luke's CS @ Wolstanton @ 3pm

Halmer End JV 10.30 H&P SoF 1&2 Parkes HC US @ Audley 3 pm Chadwick X

(19)   3.00 MWB GNB CS 3 pm @ St Luke's CS @ Wolstanton @ 3pm US Leprosy LA + Speaker

Madeley JV 10.30 StF SoF 1234 Barnett Barnett Ventom HC Matthews

(23)   3.00 MWB NIV CS 3 pm @ St Luke's CS @ Wolstanton @ 3pm

St Luke's JV 10.30 H&P GNB Ventom HC Parkes LA Ventom HC

(22)     3.00 MWB CS LP/WL Reaffirmation SVC CS @ Wolstanton @ 3pm

Higherland JP 10.00 StF MM LA Wakelin HC Parkes R Jones

(35)   3.00 CS 3 pm @ St Luke's CS @ Wolstanton @ 3pm

  6.00 MWB Café Church Parkes

Printed Service for this week prepared by: Parkes Ventom Heap Davies

July

Eco Tips 
 

It’s Plastic Free July and this year we’re thinking about laundry, a top source of 
microplastic pollution. Fibres from synthetic clothes (polyester, nylon, and acrylic for 
example) shed tiny fibres during washing and drying. These enter the sewage systems 
and are hard to filter out. Use a microfibre bag or ball to catch the fibres. Learn more about 
reducing plastic pollution in the laundry process at plasticfreejuly.org/get-involved/what-
you-can-do/plastic-free-laundry/ and more about this year’s campaign at 
www.plasticfreejuly.org 

. A Rocha UK’s Easy Eco Tips 2026 Calendar   

www.plasticfreejuly.org/get-involved/what-you-can-do/plastic-free-laundry/
www.plasticfreejuly.org/get-involved/what-you-can-do/plastic-free-laundry/
www.plasticfreejuly.org
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Can you or your church give more to 
Foodbank? 
 

I am aware demands on our goodwill giving becomes 
greater and greater as times are hard for all.  However I 
am appealing for help once again. 
 

Newcastle Foodbank has given three days food supply to 5820 adults and 3088 
children in the past twelve months, which equates to 68,992 kilogrammes of food 
providing 164,267 meals. 
At the moment we have 66 organisations on our system who refer clients to us, 
having determined them as someone in crisis.  No one is given food without that 
assessment. 
£40,000 was spent on buying food in the past twelve months to supplement your 
generous donations.  Sadly this is not sustainable long term, hence this appeal. 
 

Would you consider giving one item a week to help us to help those less fortunate 
than ourselves?   
 

Or, if it is more convenient to you, can you help us financially on a regular or one-off 
basis? 
 

We would love to hear from you if you want to know more. 
 

I leave you with a few ideas as to what you may be able to contribute  
 

Items we are short of include: 
Bags for life 
Long-life milk 
Sponge puddings 
Tinned tomatoes 
Baked beans 
Long-life juice 
Pasta  
Tea bags 
Deodorant 
 

I can guarantee your contribution will be used wisely and be much appreciated. 
 

Take care and look after yourselves too.  If you would prefer contact details for our 
warehouse team I can supply them. 
 

Thank you 
 

Marion Reddish (Foodbank Volunteer) 01782 613265    
marionreddish@btinternet.com  
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Are you, or someone you know, looking for a group to join or an activity 
to take part in, there may be something happening at  

Wolstanton Methodist Church that will suit? 
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Book Swap 

at 

Bradwell Methodist Church 

There is a new free book swap library outside 

Bradwell Methodist Church.  Please take a look 

and if you have any unwanted books please pop 

them in. 
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