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 ISSUE 62 

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT  

Newsletter 
October 2026 

This is our monthly newsletter. The newsletter can be received by anyone who 
has an e-mail address. To subscribe to this service please send your e-mail 

address to: northstaffscircuit@hotmail.co.uk.  

Dear Friends, 
 
This Harvest season arrives carrying a weight we cannot ignore. The fields around us have told 
a harder story this year: cracked soil, stunted crops, anxious farmers watching the skies for rain 
that did not come. We gather not in the glow of abundance but in the honesty of scarcity. And 
yet—Harvest still calls us together. 
 
Harvest has never been only about full barns. At its heart, Harvest is a reminder of our 
dependence on God, our interdependence with one another, and our responsibility to creation. 
In a year of drought, these truths stand out more sharply. 
 
We do not pretend that everything is fine. Many in our community have felt the strain—those 
who work the land, those who worry about rising food prices, those who carry concern for the 
global picture of hunger and climate instability. It is faithful to lament these things. Scripture 
gives us language for dry seasons: “My soul thirsts for you, in a dry and weary land where there 
is no water.” Lament is not a failure of faith; it is an act of truth-telling before God. 
 
And yet, even in drought, gratitude persists. We give thanks for every sign of life that has 
endured: the resilience of farmers, the generosity of neighbours, the quiet miracles of 
community gardens, the volunteers who keep our foodbanks stocked, the small mercies of rain 
when it finally comes. Gratitude does not erase hardship, but it keeps our hearts open. 
 
This year invites us to widen our understanding of Harvest. Instead of baskets overflowing with 
produce, we celebrate the fruits of compassion, solidarity, and hope. We celebrate the ways 
God sustains us not only through the earth’s yield but through human kindness and shared 
responsibility. 
 
Harvest becomes a moment to recommit ourselves to caring for creation—using water wisely, 
reducing waste, supporting sustainable farming, and advocating for climate justice. These are 
not political gestures; they are spiritual ones. They are part of our calling to love our neighbour 
and tend the earth God entrusted to us. 
 
Drought is not the end of the story. The biblical witness is clear: God brings streams to the 
desert, restores what has been lost, and renews the face of the earth. Hope is not naïve 
optimism; it is trust that God is at work even when the ground looks barren. 
 
We pray for rain. We pray for those whose livelihoods have been shaken. We pray for wisdom in 
how we steward the earth. We pray for a Harvest of justice, compassion, and peace. 
And we trust that God hears. 
 
Every Blessing  
 
Rev’d Joy 
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North Staffordshire Circuit (11/22) 

Preaching Plan – October 2026 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  

4 11 18 25

27th Sunday 28th Sunday 29th Sunday 30th Sunday

in Ordinary Time in Ordinary Time in Ordinary Time in Ordinary Time

(Prisons Sunday)

Lectionary Year (A) Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 Exodus 32:1-14 Exodus 33:12-23 Deuteronomy 34:1-12

(Principal Service) Psalm 19 Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 Psalm 99 Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17

Philippians 3:4b-14 Philippians 4:1-9 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

Matthew 21:33-46 Matthew 22:1-14 Matthew 22:15-22 Matthew 22:34-46

Please Pray For: Cross Heath Halmer End Higherland Madeley

Cross Heath TS 11.00 StF NIV LA Siwila HC Barnett Barnett

(23)  3.00 MWB

Higherland TS/KB 10.00 StF MM Willis HC N Jones R Jones LA 

(35)   3.00

  6.00 MWB Sutcliffe Café Church

Silverdale TS 11.00 StF MM Café Church Chadwick Siwila HC Emmaus

(51)   3.00

  5.00 Refuel

Wolstanton TS 10.30 StF Siwila HF Wakelin HC LA Davies T

(92)   3.00 MWB

Audley JV 10.30 StF SoF 1&2 Rowley US at Halmer End LA prayer brunch Williams

(25)   3.00 MWB GNB

Bradwell JV 10.00 StF SoF 1&2 Ventom HF US at Halmer End Harrison T Matthews

(30)   3.00 MWB NIV H&P

Halmer End JV 10.30 StF SoF 1&2 LA Ventom HC US X Chadwick

(19)   3.00 MWB GNB H&P Rowley CA

Madeley JV 10.30 StF SoF 1234 Davies HF T US at Halmer End Irvine Siwila HC

(23)   3.00 MWB NIV

St Luke's JV 10.30 H&P GNB Barnett US at Halmer End Ventom + CC N Jones

(22)     3.00 MWB

Printed Service for this week prepared by: Parkes Ventom Heap Siwila

October

Eco Tips 
 

Greening your home this Autumn. Tackle climate change and reduce your heating bills by 
finding and reducing the draughts in your home. Find the gaps that let cold air in and warm 
air out (keyholes, letterboxes and gaps around windows, doors, loft hatches and floorboards 
for example). Do what you can to fix these gaps - there are lots of tutorials on how to do this 
online. It’s also a good time to prepare for winter by putting radiator reflector foil or baking 
foil behind the radiator. This will reflect heat back into your room. 
 

A Rocha UK’s Easy Eco Tips 2026 Calendar   
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Can you or your church give more to 
Foodbank? 
 

I am aware demands on our goodwill giving becomes 
greater and greater as times are hard for all.  However I 
am appealing for help once again. 
 

Newcastle Foodbank has given three days food supply to 5820 adults and 3088 
children in the past twelve months, which equates to 68,992 kilogrammes of food 
providing 164,267 meals. 
At the moment we have 66 organisations on our system who refer clients to us, 
having determined them as someone in crisis.  No one is given food without that 
assessment. 
£40,000 was spent on buying food in the past twelve months to supplement your 
generous donations.  Sadly this is not sustainable long term, hence this appeal. 
 

Would you consider giving one item a week to help us to help those less fortunate 
than ourselves?   
 

Or, if it is more convenient to you, can you help us financially on a regular or one-off 
basis? 
 

We would love to hear from you if you want to know more. 
 

I leave you with a few ideas as to what you may be able to contribute  
 

Items we are short of include: 
Bags for life 
Cat food 
Razors for shaving 
Shaving foam/gel 
Tinned fruit 
Tinned vegetables 
Tinned potatoes 
Tinned custard 
Baked beans 
Rice sachets (microwavable) 
Long-life milk 
Toilet rolls 
 

I can guarantee your contribution will be used wisely and be much appreciated. 
 

Take care and look after yourselves too.  If you would prefer contact details for our 
warehouse team I can supply them. 
 

Thank you 
 

Marion Reddish (Foodbank Volunteer) 01782 613265    
marionreddish@btinternet.com  
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Places to be booked through Eventbrite: 
Chester & Stoke District: Are We All Depressed? Tickets, 
Saturday 3 October  •  9:30 AM - 2:30 PM | Eventbrite 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/chester-stoke-district-are-we-all-depressed-tickets-1996798387730?utm_experiment=test_share_listing&aff=ebdsshios&sg=9b9b05ec360485178e6af2d16f866a4402d84d40faa66474108fc8edcbdd6e47d2ed6aa08805eda360da67b9e3279d957dc6c6543e32c76db7d9ce3b90058aeae452794e61638c8fb545801b48
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/chester-stoke-district-are-we-all-depressed-tickets-1996798387730?utm_experiment=test_share_listing&aff=ebdsshios&sg=9b9b05ec360485178e6af2d16f866a4402d84d40faa66474108fc8edcbdd6e47d2ed6aa08805eda360da67b9e3279d957dc6c6543e32c76db7d9ce3b90058aeae452794e61638c8fb545801b48
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Are you, or someone you know, looking for a group to join or an activity 
to take part in, there may be something happening at  

Wolstanton Methodist Church that will suit? 
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Book Swap 

at 

Bradwell Methodist Church 

There is a new free book swap library outside 

Bradwell Methodist Church.  Please take a look 

and if you have any unwanted books please pop 

them in. 
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